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This Discussion Guide serves as a prompt for Educators to stimulate conversation with learners before and after viewing 
the short film, “Final Notice.”   
 
Lesson Length:  This lesson may be as brief as 45 minutes to address select Discussion Questions and Activities from the 
left column below prior to and/or after viewing the film.  The lesson may last as long as 90 minutes with in-depth 
conversations and learning activities derived from the left column below. 
 
Lesson Target Age Range:  The lesson based upon the short film, “Final Notice,” may be suitable for any young person in 
their early teens to early twenties, and into adulthood.     
 

Discussion Questions/Activities Before Viewing Film Desired Responses and Notes for Educators 
This brief film uses many business terms with which 
students may not be familiar.  Below is a list of those 
vocabulary words and phrases, with their definitions 
provided to the right.  Ask learners to define any or all 
of the following glossary terms:   
 
 Line of Credit  

 
 Balance Sheets 

 
 Layoffs 

 
 Credit Score 

 
 Credit Bureau 

 
 Small Print/Fine Print 

 
 Invoice 

 
 Opt In 

 
 Line Item 

 
 Accounts Receivable 

 
 Big Energy  

 
 Green Company 

 
 Offshoring 
 
Alternatively, consider using the Matching Activity 
that is also downloadable from the website to review 
these terms and definitions.    

 Line of Credit – a credit source extended to a government, 
business or individual by a bank or other financial 
institution. 

 Balance Sheets - In financial accounting, a statement of 
financial position or summary of the financial balances of 
an individual or organization.  

 Layoffs - a discharge or dismissal of a worker or workers, 
sometimes temporary. 

 Credit Score - a number between 300 and 850 assigned to 
a person that indicates to lenders their capacity to repay a 
loan. 

 Credit Bureau - a company that collects information 
relating to the credit ratings of individuals and makes it 
available to credit card companies, financial institutions, 
etc. 

 Small Print/Fine Print - text in a formal agreement that 
is printed smaller than the rest of the text, sometimes in 
the hope that it will not be noticed. 

 Invoice - a list of goods sent or services provided, with a 
statement of the sum due for these; a bill. 

 Opt In - Express permission by a customer, or a recipient of 
a mail, email, or other direct message to allow a marketer 
to send a merchandise, information, or more messages.  

 Line Item - an entry that appears on a separate line in a 
bookkeeping ledger or a fiscal budget. 

 Accounts Receivable - money owed to a company by its 
debtors. 

 Big Energy – reference to large, powerful energy provider 
companies. 

 Green Company - claims to act in a way which minimizes 
damage to the environment; an environmentally 
responsible organization. 

 Offshoring - the practice of basing some of a company's 
processes or services overseas, such as a call center. 



Discussion Questions/Activities After Viewing Film Desired Responses and Notes for Educators 
 How do businesses maintain profitability?   

 
 
 
 

 What specific measures do they monitor to ensure 
they remain profitable?    

Businesses measure the amount of money received in 
comparison to the amount of money spent.  This data is 
captured on a Profit and Loss Sheet, often referred to as a  
P & L.   
 
Revenue is a term used to describe money that comes in; 
Expenses is a term used to describe money going out from a 
business.  Most financial transactions for a company can be 
categorized into these two groups.       

 What factors do you think motivated the two 
business leaders to make an unethical decision?   
 
 

 
 What did their discussion reveal about their thinking 

process as they considered making an unethical 
decision?   

Challenges in business, pressures to succeed, the need to 
deliver results for shareholders and employees, or just plain 
greed are among the reasons business leaders make 
unethical decisions.   
 
The temptation to make an unethical decision was too great 
for the central characters simply, as it appears, because they 
could, and might possibly get away with it.   

 How closely do you think the adults in your life pay 
attention to their personal finances?   
 
 

 What specifically do you hear adults say, or see them 
do, that lets you know they are (or are not) paying 
attention to their personal finances?   

Encourage learners to share examples that demonstrate 
how closely or not closely adults in their life pay attention to 
their personal finances.   
 
Ask for specific behaviors they observe, such as what the 
adults are heard saying or observed doing that reflect that 
they do/do not pay close attention to their personal 
finances. 

 What do you purchase for under $5 that you buy 
without giving a second thought?   
 

 How often do you purchase that item? 
 

 Would you consider that item a want or a need in 
your life?  Why?   
 

 Calculate how much that simple purchase adds up to 
over a month, or a year.  What could you do with 
that amount of money instead of purchasing that 
item?   

Learning Activity:  Learners work individually or in small 
groups to list items they purchase for under $5.  
Flipchart/whiteboard the entire list. 
 
After creating the list, review each item individually as a 
group to assess learners’ perspective on whether the items 
are a want or a need.   
 
Calculate the cost of one item that is purchased frequently 
to determine how much a learner is spending on a monthly 
or annual basis for that purchase.   
 
Finally, list the possible alternative ways that 
monthly/annual amount could be used, or saved.   

 When the two central characters were financially 
successful, what did you see them do?   
 

 What specific choices did they make with their 
newfound wealth? 
 

 Why do people tend to make similar choices when 
they come into money they previously did not have? 
 

 In what ways may people increase their income?   
 

 What other choices can people make when they 
come into “new” money?   

As many people do, when they experience a windfall (ask 
learners to define what this term means) of money, they 
make less responsible decisions.   
 
People may choose to work more, work harder, work 
different, invest or save.  People should not consider doing 
something illegal or unethical to make more income.   
 
Ask Learners to research the term discretionary income.   
 
Saving and investing are two responsible choices for those 
who come into discretionary income.  A savings habit is a 
healthy practice to begin, no matter the amount saved.     


